Wood Screw Types Comparison

I Tip: Set your PDF viewer to "Actual size" before printing to maintain scale.

Wood Screw Types

Traditional Tapered shank, gimlet point, coarse threads, Furniture, cabinets, fine woodworking #2 - 5/16"
Wood Screws partial threading
Deck Screws Fully threaded, bugle head, corrosion resistant Deck boards, outdoor structures, pressure-treated #8 - #10
coating lumber 2"-3.5"
Construction High-low thread design, Type 17 point, extra Framing, subfloors, structural connections #9 - 1/4"
Screws strong 2.5"-6"
Drywall Screws Bugle head, fine threads, black phosphate coating Drywall to wood or metal studs #6 - #8
1"-3"
Pocket Hole Flat underside head, coarse threads, blunt tip Face frames, cabinet assembly, joinery #6 - #8
Screws 1"-2.5"
Trim Head Small diameter head, fine threads, minimal Trim, molding, finish carpentry #6 - #8
Screws visibility 1"-3"
Lag Screws Hex head, large diameter, wood threads, heavy-  Heavy timber, structural connections, posts to 1/4" - 3/4"
duty beams 1"-12"
Particleboard Double-lead threads, thin shank, self-tapping MDF, particleboard, melamine, chipboard #6 - #10
Screws 5/g" . 2"

Quick Selection Guide

» For Outdoor Use: Choose deck screws with ACQ-compatible coating or stainless steel

* For Structural Work: Use construction screws with Type 17 point for maximum strength
* For Visible Locations: Trim head screws minimize appearance and can be filled/painted
 For Joinery: Pocket hole screws provide strong, hidden connections in face frames

* For Engineered Wood: Particleboard screws prevent breakout in MDF and chipboard
 For Heavy Loads: Lag screws offer maximum holding power for timber connections

Material & Coating Recommendations

* Interior Applications: Bright steel or zinc-plated screws are sufficient

* Pressure-Treated Lumber: Use ACQ-compatible coatings or stainless steel only
» Marine/Coastal: Stainless steel (304 or 316) for corrosion resistance

» Decorative: Brass or bronze screws for visible hardware mounting
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